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Land Acknowledgment

Bemidji is located on land and water that is the 
current and ancestral homeland of the Ojibwe and 
Dakota. Bemidji is surrounded by three tribal 
nations: Leech Lake, Red Lake, and White Earth.
I honor and respect the many diverse Indigenous 
peoples still connected to this land, retained tribal 
sovereignty, treaty rights, and cultural resilience. 

Don’t know where to start with yours? Just text your zip 
code or your city and state (separated by a comma) to 
(907) 312-5085 and the bot will respond with the names 
of the Native lands that correspond to that region. 



AGENDA

• Purpose statement
• Minnesota Tribal Nations
• Native Representations in Books
• Cultural Authenticity
• What to look for
• Resources 
• Questions/Discussion



PURPOSE OF TODAY

I hope you leave here today with:
• a greater sense of place regarding Minnesota Tribal Nations,  
• an increase in your confidence in selecting and identifying culturally 

authentic books depicting Native Americans, and 
• an introduction or re-introduction to helpful resources. 



Minnesota Tribal Nations

• How many tribal 
nations are in 
Minnesota?

• How many can you 
name?

• Where are they 
located?

• What do you know 
about them?



Minnesota Tribal Nations

11 Tribal Nations



Minnesota Tribal Nations



Representations IN BOOKS



Representations cont. 

https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/literature-resources/ccbc-diversity-statistics/books-by-and-or-about-poc-2018/

https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/literature-resources/ccbc-diversity-statistics/books-by-and-or-about-poc-2018/


What does cultural 
authenticity mean to you? 



Defining Cultural authenticity

For the purposes of today, Native cultural authenticity means an accurate and specific 
reflection of the worldview of the specific tribe(s) or Native people being discussed.



Things to look for
• Stereotypes
• Are descriptions

• Generic?
• General?
• Dated or refer to Natives in the past?

• Are characters unique with individual identities?
• Author & Illustrator information

• Tribal affiliation
• Setting of book versus where they live

• Publisher Info

• http://oyate.org/index.php/resources/41-resources/how-to-tell-
the-difference

http://oyate.org/index.php/resources/41-resources/how-to-tell-the-difference


resources

• Dawn Quigley Blog, Native Reader MN
• MN specific information
• Reviews

• Debbie Reese, American Indians in Children’s Lit Blog
• Best Books
• Recommendations on newly released and older titles
• Answers to common questions

• Oyate
• Resources
• Reviews

http://nativereadermn.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
http://oyate.org/index.php/resources


resources

• MDE List of ELA books
• Indigenous Representations
• Lending libraries in state at SCSU, FDLTCC, Anoka County Public 

Library, Lake Agassiz Regional Library, Scott County Library

• Birchbark Books
• If they sell it, usually a thumbs up!
• Buy local

• CCBC, University of Wisconsin-Madison

• The Circle, Minneapolis newspaper

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE072949&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://birchbarkbooks.com/collections
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/
https://thecirclenews.org/


MINNESOTA BOOKS/AUTHORS
Picture Books/Early Elementary



MINNESOTA BOOKS/AUTHORS
YA—Upper Elementary-High School



MINNESOTA BOOKS/AUTHORS
Adult/Higher Ed



CHI-MIIGWECH!
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