Nancy Sundby

MEMO Fall Conference

October 12-14, 2006

Thank you so much for the opportunity to attend my first Fall MEMO Conference. It was a learning experience from 7:30 AM on Friday to 1:00 PM Saturday.

I attended the following break-out sessions, focusing on those that dealt with research on the elementary level:

Elementary Research That’s “Kidspirational”

The “RADCAB” Acronym: Your Vehicle For Information Evaluation

What’s New and What’s Best in Children’s Books and How to Use Them in Your Program, Grades K-3

Aardvarks to Zebras: The ABC’s of Government Web Sites for Kids

Demystifying Digital Photography

A Station Approach to Library Skills

I especially liked the presentation by Della Stevens on the station approach to library skills. She covers prep time with her 30 minute classes, as I do, so it was interesting to hear how she approaches the short amount of time and the skills that should be covered. I would love to visit her library.

The pairing of Mr. Gopal Khanna, Ms. Kit Hadley, and Dr. Scott McLeod was very interesting. It was good to have a member of the Governor’s cabinet hear what Dr. McLeod and Ms. Hadley had to say about the funding needs in our state. Ms. Hadley’s case for advocacy of our libraries was excellent and I liked Dr. McLeod’s directness in discussing our technology needs.

Listening to Constance Steinkuekler was a totally new experience for me. I learned a whole new vocabulary connected with the multiplayer online games from her in a very short amount of time.

Dr. Peggy Sharp is always a treat. Her enthusiasm for books is so contagious and its so much fun to hear people speak who feel the same way about books as you do.

I also enjoyed Marion Dane Bauer. I always like hearing authors speak about the books they have written and Marion Dane Bauer was no exception. It helps me connect more with the story after learning the background of the writer and how the story came to be written.

Thank you again for an enjoyable two days.

Nancy Sundby

Librarian
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